
Professional Advisers to Rural Business and on the Environment

To inform and inspire all those involved in rural planning matters

THURSDAY 15th OCTOBER 2020

It’s still the BIAC Rural Planning Conference ...
but not as we know it!

Sponsored by Thrings LLP 

GREEN RECOVERY OPPORTUNITIES PLANNING PRACTICE CHANGES

LEGAL UPDATEBIODIVERSITY NET GAIN EXPLAINED



BIAC RURAL PLANNING CONFERENCE 2020 
ONLINE PROGRAMME

11.00am Welcome and introduction, BIAC Chairman Tony Kernon

CONFERENCE CHAIRPERSON: Ros Trotman, Thrings LLP

11.05am John Lockhart, Lockhart Garratt

Opportunities within the Green Recovery: carbon, woodland, air and water quality.
“Build build build” said Boris.  Yet the UK becomes the first major economy to pass net zero  
emissions law.  What’s the Woodland Carbon Guarantee?  Where are the new trees they promise 
going to go?  John looks at the bigger picture and how it might affect rural planning.

11.25am Tony Kernon, Kernon Countryside Consultants & BIAC Chairman

Rural Planning rules have changed: how?  
Government has introduced new permitted upward extensions, compulsory natural light for 
Class Q, brand new Use Classes.   Tony updates on changes that are relevant to rural planning.

11.45am Charles Cowap

Compulsory net gain is coming.  How do we do it?
The draft Environment Bill includes a 10% mandatory biodiversity net gain.  From what base?  
How do you work the “Defra metric” for developments such as new farm buildings or  
barn conversions? 

12.05pm Michael Bedford QC, Cornerstone Barristers

From the virtual inquiry to Samuel Smith’s Brewery.
No, not a description of a normal afternoon for a barrister, but a tour for us by a QC of the legal 
changes, decisions, case law and practices relevant to rural planners.

12.25pm Break

12.40pm Question Time with The Speakers

QUESTION TIME CHAIRPERSON: Ruth Farrell, DJM Consulting

1.00pm Finish



BIAC RURAL PLANNING CONFERENCE 2020 
REGISTRATION

NUMBER £COST

BIAC MEMBERS - £25 (including VAT @ 20%)

NON-MEMBERS - £40 (including VAT @ 20%)

Total

ATTENDEES 

EMAIL ADDRESSNAME



CONFERENCE ORGANISER

The British Institute of Agricultural Consultants

Portbury House | Sheepway | Portbury | Bristol | BS20 7TE

T: 01275 375559  M: 07581 375539  W: www.biac.co.uk
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