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ENVIRONMENTAL BILL

ENVIRONMENT BILL
•

We are about to see probably the most major change in how we look after the
Environment and our farms in decades.

•

Some of what I am going to say is not necessary my view, but we all need to
embrace it, and maximise from the concern of the general public about how we
produce food, and look after the countryside and our environment.
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ENVIRONMENT BILL
•
•
•

The public are calling for it.
It is the most asked question to politicians.
We have seen the impacts of climate change.
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ENVIRONMENT BILL
•
•
•

The Government have announced as part of the 25 year plan that they want to have
net-zero carbon emissions by 2050.
The NFU have announced they want to achieve net-zero emissions by 2040.
Humans need to change our ways to deal with the impact of human activity on the
environment
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ENVIRONMENT BILL
The Vision for the future of farming, natural
resources and the countryside.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clean Air
Protection of Water.
Enhancing Nature and Green Spaces
Climate Change
Plastic Pollution
Chemical Regulations
Food Miles.

Environment Bill – Clean Air
•

The Government have already
adopted International Targets to
reduce 5 key air pollutants by
2020.

•

All Smoke free zones.

•

Power to recall all vehicles /
engines which do not meet
Environmental Standards

Farmers need to maximise this, as it is
justification of why the UK Government’s
should continue to pay farmers payments in
return for uk agriculture changing its ways.
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Environment Bill – Enhancing Nature and Green
Spaces

Environment Bill – Sustainable Water Resources
• Powers to revoke water abstraction
licences without compensation.
• Flood risk management.
• To increase the list of substances
that cannot enter surface or ground
waters.
• Creation of new Internal Drainage
Boards.
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Protection of existing woodland through Forestry Enforcement Measures
Planting of 11 million new trees.
Creation and restoration of wildlife habitats.
Mandatory Biodiversity Net Gain on all new developments.
Public Access
New Local Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRS) for the benefit of local wildlife
and people.
• The ability for landowners to enter into “Conservation Covenants” with a
conservation charity or public body to deliver conservation objectives which will
be legally binding.
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Environment Bill – Chemicals Regulations
• This will manage the use of chemicals

Environment Bill - Farm Plastics
The Government wants to see:
• a shift to reusing and recycling of all products, in particular packaging.
• a producer responsibility to make sure plastic does not end up in land fill.
• Single Use Farm Plastics such as silage wrap, baler twine, fertiliser bags,
chemical cans will be subject to a charge similar to the carrier bag charge.
• A crack down on illegal waste activities.
•
•
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Environment Bill
•

As such all businesses will have to adopt legitimate waste management practices.
This will also include an electronic tagging and tracking system from production to
end of life of all plastic.

The Office of Environmental Protection (OEP) will monitor and Enforce
Environmental Law

Environment Bill – Move towards a Local Level !!!!!!
• Worryingly Local Governments are going to play a fundamental role in managing
the Environment Act.
• Could this mean Farmers in Swindon BC area have different rules to farmers in
Oxfordshire or Wiltshire?
• How will urban councils interpret the legislation against rural areas?

FARM PLASTIC RECYCLING

3

04/03/2020

FARM PLASTICS
WASTE MANAGEMENT (ENGLAND & WALES) REGULATIONS 2006
•
•
•
•

Can’t burn or bury
Dispose of waste on a traceable basis
Waste Transfer Notes
Enforcement
•

Limited
• £5,000 fine
• 2 years’ imprisonment
• Seizure of vehicles
• Clean up

FARM PLASTICS

THE 5 ‘R’s
•
•
•
•
•
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Reduce
Reuse
Recycle
Recover
Refuse
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FARM PLASTICS

FARM PLASTICS

IN PRACTICE

RESPONSIBILITY SCHEMES

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Recycling
Landfill
Burning
Mixture of the above
44,000 tonnes new NPPs
Recycling capacity
–
–

China & the Far East
UK
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How a Producer Responsibility Scheme works
Why?
Agricultural Plastics Europe
–
–
–

•

Manufacturers
£20 per tonne levy
Framework

UK Farm Plastic Responsibility Scheme – ‘the green tractor
scheme’
–
–
–
–

Most UK collection businesses
No levy
Audited tonnages
Education

FARM PLASTIC RECYCLING

4

04/03/2020

FARM PLASTICS
WHAT DO FARMXS DO WITH YOUR
PLASTIC?
•

Bale it

•
•
•

Sell into recycling markets
Over 98%
Net wrap

•
•

All run from our office
Talk to Catherine or Beth

–

Now transportable

The 2020s farming revolution
•
•
•
•
•

Farming needs to embrace the Environment Bill.
This could be the most important Act when it becomes law for British Agriculture.
Whatever you view about Climate Change please listen.
How we look after the landscape, farm or are funded will change due to this act.
The new words in agriculture is:

“BIODIVERSITY
OFFSETTING”

98% recycled

“It will be the next big diversification income
for farmers”
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So what is BIODIVERSITY OFFSETTING?
•
•
•
•
•

Carbon Offsetting.
Landscape Offsetting.
Habitat Offsetting.
Development Land Offsetting.
Flood water Offsetting.

•

It will be tradeable and valuable

Thank you to the NFU for producing the above illustration.
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Carbon Offsetting
•
•
•
•
•

Every business will have to calculate their negative and positive emission.
If your farm has positive carbon emissions you will need to do something about it.
If your farm has negative emissions you maybe able to sell it to other farmers or
other businesses.
Recently Cadburys have contacted their Selkley Vale producers with a view of
reducing the carbon omissions of their milk suppliers.
Every supermarket will expect their producers to do this over the next few years.

Carbon Offsetting – Measures to reduce a farm’s
carbon emissions
Soil / Cropping Management
• Minimum Tillage Cultivations.
• Repair Improve Drainage
• Build soil organic levels
• Green cover crop
• Do not overwinter bare soil
• Use legumes to fix nitrogen
• Introduce grass rotations
• Cut artificial Nitrogen use

Carbon Offsetting – Measures to reduce a farm’s
carbon emissions
• Move away from oil based grain dryers.
• Energy efficient grain dryers.
• Cooling air grain dryers save 10% of
energy costs, compared with high
temperature dryers.
• Precision Farming.
• Modern tractors.
• Best practice fertiliser application.
• Organic farming systems.

Carbon Offsetting – Measures to reduced a farm’s
carbon emissions
Livestock
• Store manure ideally in solid form.
• Matching slurry spreading with when the
crop needs Nitrogen.
• Injecting and trailing shoe slurry
application.
• Changing dairy cow diets.
• Do not use soya in diet.
• Avoid barley beef systems.
• Avoid zero grazing dairy systems.
• Lower yielding dairy cows
• Install energy efficiency lighting&
refrigeration
• Renewable energy
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Carbon Offsetting – Other measures

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hedgerows.
Permanent Pasture.
Field Margins.
Soil management.
Potentially a new source of funding
for renewable projects.
Trees.

Carbon Offsetting – Who will trade to who
Sellers. Farmers with:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Woodland.
Hedgerows.
Field margins.
Grassland.
Extensive Milk and Beef farms.
(maybe even those who cut cattle /
cow numbers).
Large areas of environment land
management.
Farm Renewable Energy projects.
Mixed Farms.
Those taking measures to restore soil
to good health.
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Carbon Offsetting – Who will trade to who
Buyers. With the following farming systems:
•
•
•
•
•

Horticulture.
Intensive Dairy and Beef farms with zero grazing systems.
Intensive Pigs and Chickens farms.
Potentially some 100% arable farmers.
Other sectors such as airlines, industry, dirty energy
producers.

Carbon Offsetting – How much is a tonne of
carbon worth?
Voluntary market 16.02 euros per tonne.
Compulsory market 38.65 euros per tonne.
Aviation alone needs buy or offset 520,000,000
tonnes of C02 a year.

Source: National Trust and Green Alliance report titled
“New Routes to decarbonise land with
Natural Infrastructure Schemes”
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Offsetting– Woodland Carbon Guarantee System

Offsetting– Natural Infrastructure Scheme (NIS)
Bio Diversity Offsetting
•

•
•
•
•

The first pilot scheme for planting new woodland.
Woodland is a carbon sink.
Landowners doing this will obtain carbon credits.
The Government will purchase £50,000,000 of carbon credits to boost tree
planting.
• New Woodland owners sell carbon credits in the voluntary carbon markets
Only new projects can be traded.
• Replanting trees after felling is not currently allowed.

Offsetting– Natural Infrastructure Scheme (NIS)
•

Who will pay into it:

•
•
•
•
•

Developers
Water Companies
Supermarkets
Energy Companies
Airlines

A mechanism to lever private money for positive environmental land management,
examples include:
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Natural Capital Improvements.
Flood storage and off site attenuation ponds.
Improving water quality management.
Landscape mitigation.
Moving habitats.
Net Gain from development schemes.
Recreation access.

Offsetting– Who will benefit
Who will potentially benefit
•
•
•
•

Farmers working together.
Those with a good agent.
Those who can find the buyers.
Farmers who change their ways.

Be aware others will be after this money. Eg National Trust, RSPB and Estate
Landlords.
Take care when commencing or surrendering tenancies / buying and selling land

FARM PLASTIC RECYCLING
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Offsetting– This is happening now

We may see ELMS funded from carbon offsetting or farmers may have private
opportunities direct with private companies.

TEXT YOUR QUESTIONS

07768
038943

Typically only new projects can be traded. So only projects that would not have
happened unless they is a payment.
Australia, New Zealand and USA farmers are already do it.
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ANY QUESTIONS?
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