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Council Update: 

A council meeting was held on 19th July 2016 and a debate of the issues surrounding Brexit and how 
the Institute should be reacting was had. It was agreed that we are not a lobbying body and 
therefore should refrain from political comment, however, it was agreed that BIAC need to be fully 
engaged with Defra and other bodies to provide the following: 

1. To continue to be involved with Defra at both the High Level Stakeholder group attended by 
our CEO Mike Greetham and the Technical Stakeholder Group attended by Peter Walker, 
our representative 

2. To engage at a senior level to ensure the relevant bodies understand our professional 
abilities and how the Institute and its members may be able to assist in the future 

3. To professionally interpret the information and outline any implications of policy decision 
that are made to our membership and the industry 

4. To identify opportunities for members where expertise may be required by future 
governmental departments in the transition from the current EU grant systems to any 
subsequent system 

The general comment was made that there is a fear that the decision makers in London do not 
understand what is happening on the ground and at the HLS group Mike will endeavour to highlight 
BIAC as an organisation who can assist. 
 
The Foundation courses are now successfully running and with industry take up Foundation 2 is 
being developed. Course content will be published in the autumn.  
 
Fellow Status: 
Are you aware that if you have been a member for 10 years or a member for 5 years but have 
10years experience that you can apply to become a Fellow of BIAC. As a way to improve our profile 
we aim to encourage members to apply for this and will writing to members shortly with an 
application form. 
 
Website Review: 
We are currently assessing an upgrade in the current website. We would be pleased if any members 
can take the time to comment on any features that they find difficult with the current website and 
what facilities they would make use of on a new website. One proposal is to include  a forum to 
allow better communication between members whilst other ideas include a better archive system, a 
industry wide event calendar. We would particularly welcome any input from a member who has 
website design expertise to come forward to help in its development when outsourced. 

 

Weblinks: 

We invite any interesting articles or weblinks that can provide useful information to other members 
and ask that you email these to: victoria@biac.co marking “Newsletter” 

AHDB have reviewed the UK’s current trade arrangements and how these may be affected by Brexit. 
It can be found at:  
http://www.ahdb.org.uk/documents/Horizon_NonEUTrade_July19_2016.pdf  
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